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TO KNOW MORE

We use the past con-nuous to talk about the past: 

• For something which happened before and a/er another ac1on: 

  
The children were doing their homework when I got home. 

Compare: The children did their homework when (= a@er) I got home. 
  
This use of the past con-nuous is very common at the beginning of a story: 
  
The other day I was wai1ng for a bus when … 
 
Last week, as I was driving to work, …  
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For something that happened before and a/er a specific 1me:  

It was eight o'clock. I was wri1ng a leHer. 

Compare: At eight o'clock I wrote (= started wri-ng) some leHers 

• To show that something con1nued for some 1me: 

My head was aching. 

Everyone was shou1ng. 

• For something that happened again and again: 

I was prac1cing every day, three -mes a day. 

They were mee1ng secretly a@er school. 

They were always quarrelling.
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